
The author's favorite sedums 
These outstanding sedums all prefer full sun or light shade, except 5. ternatum, which 

requires light shade. 

Name Zones Bloom Bloom Height Annual Foliage Winter 
color t ime spread color color 

1. S. album 4-9 white early 4 in. 10-14 in. green red 
summer 

2. S. album 'Murale' 4-9 pink early 4 in. 10-14 in. bronze red 
summer 

3. S. divergens 5-9 yellow mid- 4 in. 4-6in. green to russet 
summer red in sun 

4. S. ewersii 4-9 pink late 6 in. 4-6 in. blue-gray deciduous 
summer 

S.S. kamtschaticum 4-9 yellow late 6 in. 10-14 in. dark green red 
summer 

6. S. kamtschaticum 4-9 yellow late 8 in. 8-10 in. light green deciduous 
'Weihenstephaner Gold' summer 

7. S. reflexum (S. rupestre) 4-9 yellow mid- 6 in. 6-8 in. gray-green grayish 
summer 

8. S. 'Rose Carpet' 4-9 pink early 2 in. 4-6in. blue-gray deciduous 
summer 

9. S. sexangulare 4-9 yellow mid- 4 in. 6-8 in. green russet 
summer 

10. S. spurium 'Fuldaglut' 4-9 reddish late 6 in. 10-14 in. reddish red 
pink summer bronze 

11. S. spurium 'John Creech' 4-9 pink early 4 in. 10-14 in. green deciduous 
summer 

12. S. stenopetalum 5-9 yellow early 4 in. 4-6 in. green red 
summer 

13. S. ternatum 4-8 white spring 3 in. 6-8 in. green deciduous 

watered, they rarely suffer from any 

diseases or pests. 

\<Vhile even the poorest soil can nour

ish sedums-and poor or little soil is 

actually their preferred medium-good 

drainage is the key to growing them. 

Too much moisture, especially standing 

water, will do what no drought can: It 

will quickly kill a sedum. 

Once established, sedums require vir

tually no supplemental water to thrive, 

even in the driest circumstances. 

Although they are an ideal choice for 

gardens in hot, arid climates like the 

western United States, sedums perform 

well nearly anywhere-as long as they 

get good drainage. In fact, they are com

mon in cold, alpine regions, where they 

can be found poking out from boulders 

or sprouting from just a few inches of 

scree. There's at least one Sedum species 

for virtually every USDA Hardiness 

Zone. Most creeping sedums prefer full 
sun but will tolerate partial shade. Sedum 

ternatum, a native of North America, is 

one sedum that prefers the shade and a 

bit more moisture than its relatives. 

CREEPING SEDUMS CHANGE 

FROM SEASON TO SEASON 

While reliability and lack of fussiness 

are perhaps the most compelling traits 

of creeping sedums, I'm just as drawn 

to them for their other virtues: their 

succulent leaves, long blooming cycles, 

and, in some cases, year-round interest 

in the garden. Tending to whites, yel

lows, purples, and pinks, sedum blooms 

are generally small, starlike clusters, 

usually no more than an inch in diame

ter and 4 inches or 5 inches in height. 

Planted in mass, the carpets of blooms 

they produce look spectacular (top 

photo, facing page). In the fall and even 


